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directing every fire insurance company to file with the superintendent 
of insurance general basis schedules showing the rates on all classes 
of risks insurable by such companies within the state, together with 
all charges, credits, terms, privileges, and conditions affecting them. 
Changes may not be made until ten days after filing of notice of change 
unless the superintendent waives this requirement for good cause. 
The superintendent may reduce rates deemed excessive, or raise a rate 
if inadequate. No company is to be permitted to insure any property 
within the state except in accordance with schedules filed under the 
provisions of this act, and every sort of refund, privilege, advantage, 
favor, inducement, or concession is prohibited unless previously filed. 
In the case of property located within the state for which no rate has 
been filed by the company, the company may insure, but must file 
within thirty days a schedule of the property showing the rate, which 
must conform to the basis schedules already filed. All schedules and 
local tariffs are to be open to public inspection in the local agencies. 
Local discriminations within the state are forbidden. Violation of the 
law constitutes ground for revocation of license by the superintendent, 
as well as for prosecution of the company and its officers and agents 
The superintendent is not to make any regulation or order without due 
notice and hearing. An appeal from the insurance department may 
be laid before any district court, which may set aside any order found 
by it to be unreasonable, unjust, excessive, or inadequate. Proceed- 
ings in error may be instituted in the supreme court. Farmers' mutuals 
insuring only farm property are exempted from the provisions of the act. 
A similar law has been passed in Texas. 

William Hyde Price. 

Labor Exchanges. The substitute of the British government for 
the labor party's unemployment bill, described in the last Review, is 
known as the "labor exchanges act, 1909 (Bill 207). It does not guar- 
antee employment to workmen or failing that maintenance for them 
and their families, as the labor members of parliament demanded. It 
merely empowers the board of trade to establish and maintain labor 
exchanges in such places as they may see fit, or they may assist or 
cooperate with any other labor exchanges maintained by local authori- 
ties or private persons. The board of trade may also take over any 
such private or local public labor exchange. County and borough 
councils and distress committees which under the unemployed work- 
men act, 1905 (5 Edw. 7, c. 18), had power to establish and maintain 
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labor exchanges or employment registers, will no longer be able to 
exercise this power after 1910, except with the sanction of, and subject 
to any conditions imposed by the local government board for England, 
Scotland, or Ireland as the case may require, and such sanction cannot 
be given except after consultation with the board of trade. 

The object of the labor exchanges is to keep registers of unemployed 
workmen in different localities and of employers who need help so that 
workmen may find out where there is work and employers where there 
are hands. The Board of Trade is also empowered "by such other 
means as they think fit (to), collect and furnish information as to 
employers requiring workpeople and workpeople seeking engagement 
or employment." 

The regulations with regard to the management of the labor exchanges 
are to be made by the board of trade, and they may appoint advisory 
committees for the purpose of securing advice and assistance in the 
management of the exchanges. The expenses incurred under the act 
are to be met from funds provided by parliament. 

The labor exchanges act falls far short of what the labor party de- 
manded, but the government party promised gradually to enact legis- 
lation which will secure employment to all who desire it. 

Wm. M. Leiserson. 

Land. A bill to amend the "state closer settlement act " was recently 
introduced by the government in Victoria, Australia. The bill provides 
an annual grant of £500,000 for a period of three years for the purchase 
of estates for closer settlement, and also provides a sum not exceed- 
ing £200,000 a year to be used for advances to settlers. 

Land. On August 12 the British house of commons passed the clause 
of the fiance bill which imposes a duty on undeveloped land. 

Legal Aid. Colorado has recently enacted a law (1909, c. 183) 
relating to legal aid dispensaries. The act authorizes students of law 
schools which have been continuously in existence for at least ten 
years to appear in court as if licensed to practice law in order to rep- 
resent any litigants who on account of their poverty may appeal to 
the dispensaries for legal advice or services. 

M. A. S. 



